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Evidentiary  Dccmjert  f}  5° 72* 

IN  TIC  MuTTER  OF  J.P.J!ESE  .  AR  CRH  IS  ..ND  IN  THE 
143THR  OF  CONDITIONS  ..T  SONGKRAI  C-JT,  THi.ILfJE, 
>UsT)  H-r  TIC  M.TTLR  OF  AN  ..SSAUUr  UPON  FRIVATE 

rcdrigpes  surczni.i  ajr,  toaiLuND, 


AFFIDAVIT. 


I  I,  7261114  Serjeant  CILiRLZS  PERRY  of  the  Royal  Medical  corps  with 
permanent  ho: c  address  at  12,  prospect  Terraco,  ithuoll,  chorloy,  in  the 
county  of  Lancashire,  uakc  oath  ;j«l  suy  as  followsi- 

1.  I  was  taken  prisoner  at  SEXxAFORE  oa  15th  February  1942.  I  was 

in  prison  oci^s  as  fcllousi-/ 

(a)  nebort's  Hospital,  CH.UJG I  cn  SEICTOPE  Island  fron  15th  February 

1942  tc  26th  ijpril  1943. 

(b)  pi  transit  by  rail  and  road  fron  CHANG  I  to  SUNCKR.J  fren  26  ^pril 

1943  til1  about  23  Miy  1943 1  stopping  for  ono  night  at  BaNGPQNG, 
THt.TI^UJ)  • 

l  (c)  ,.t  SUNC30L.I,  TH.'.ILJ'D ,  fron  23  Wiy  1943  to  12  soptonbor  1943*  j 

(d)  At  T.UB..Y..,  BURti.,  fron  12  September  1943  to  12  December  1943* 

(e)  At  CHANOI,  SHUiPCRE,  fren  12  Dcceubor  1943  to  August  9th,  1944. 

(f )  At  KRANJI,  SIFO. .PORE,  fren  9  ..ugust  1944  to  about  9  February  1945* 

(e)  At  CIL.NGI  fron  9  Fobrucry  1943  to  22  July  1943* 

(h)  At  a  rubber  state  in  JOHORE  supplying  labour  for  tunnelling  nearby 
under  tho  new  jchcro  police  Borraoks,  The  oonior  officer  was 
Captain  HCOffAHD*  1st  Battalion,  Tho  Muichostor  peginent,  fron 

22  July  1945  until  21  ..ugust  1943. 

(i)  At  CH-d’GI  until  liberation  on  15  Septc: .ber  1945* 

'■  2.  .hen  at  SONGKftJ  I  was  at  No.  2  Coqp  (Death  Valley)  and  was 

'  f ercod  to  work  on  tho  road  during  ny  first  nino  days.  At  SUNGKR,.I  thorc 
were  bnj.bco  buildings  without  roofs  or  sides.  Thoro  was  wild  on  the  floors 
which  had  no  foundations  whatever.  ,.bcvo  the  floor  there  was  banboo  natti;. 
The  first  night  1680  prisenors  of  war  v/oro  put  into  two  huts  about  200 
metres  long  and  about  24  foot  broad,  it  v/as  raining  when  wo  arrived  and  it 
continued  all  night.  There  was  no  cover  whatsoever  and  the  nonsoon  rain 
cane  down  and  no  ono  had  grounusheeta  or  cthor  protection.  It  scon  boccne 
absolutely  impossible  tc  lie  there.  The  only  alternative  was  to  light 


fires  and  keep  worn  by  standing  around  then,  sene  of  then  crawled  underlie;, 
tho  officers'  sloeping  quarters  and  also  undor  the  officers'  living  quarter 
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t  stayed  there  all  night  until  0500  hours  the  following  morning  whan 
everybody  paraded  prior  to  going  on  the  railroad  tho  first  day.  ”0  were 
giver.  no  opportunity  of  cleaning  up  or  making  tho  oamp  inhabitable.  ',’0 
were  divided  into  oroups  of  fifty  and  positions  wore  allottod  four  miles 
cn  oaoh  side  uf  the  camp,  Vj-  particular  party  was  m-rohod  about  three 
•dies  from  the  comp.  it  was  raining  very  hard  and  we  wore  very  cold,  only 
getting  half  q  pint  of  rice  for  breakfast,  which  was  served  at  0530  hours. 
Daoh  nan  was  Issued  with  a  spado,  a  basket  and  u  pick,  ye  started  work 
lrxudictoly  digging  the  rood  .nd  wo  stopped  for  ton  minutes  evory  fivo 
hours.  Half  a  pint  of  rico  was  issuod  at  a  quarter  to  one  and  thon  we 
oontlnued.  To  morenod  back  to  tho  oa^p  at  IO30  hours.  This  was  tho  dolly 
routino. 

3*  After  two  days  of  rain  the  coop  was  nothing  but  a  sen.  No  pro¬ 

tection  was  afforded  against  the  rain,  zyury  man  in  tho  coup  had  to  line 
I  up  in  tho  dark  for  a  further  quarter  of  a  pint  of  rice  and  vogotablo  stow 
at  about  1915  hours.  During  tho  day's  work  nobody  was  permitted  by  the 
!  Japanese  to  leave  the  party  if  they  woro  ill  or  hurt  in  any  way.  After 
j  eight  days,  during  which  period  it  rained  steadily,  palm  branches  were 
;  plaocd  on  the  roof  as  a  protection  and  also  on  the  sides  of  tho  huts. 
Nothing  was  done  about  tho  floor  and  below  the  bamboo  mats  tho  water 
rushed  through.  The  men  had  to  lie  down  cn  the  bamboo,  in  tho  doqp. 

4*  On  qy  second  day.  th«-ro,  cholera  broke  out.  No  proportion  had 

boon  unde  for  an  isolation  hospital  and  the  cases  oculd  not  be  segregated. 
if tor  approximately  a  wcok  from  tho  time  of  ny  urrival,  tho  japaneso  pro¬ 
vided  a  hut  for  cholera  oases  and  tho  following  day  j  was  sent  as  a  nodici 
orderly  for  duty  at  tho  hut.  This  hut  was  only  partly  roofed  against  the 
rain  and  tho  contro  of  tho  hut  coincided  with  the  course  of  the  water 
escaping  down  the  hillside.  There  wore  baribeo  unto  on  tho  sides  of  the 
wall  of  tho  hut  but  thcro  was  nothing  in  the  centre  whore  tho  major  part 
cf  tho  water  cumo  through.  There  were  so  many  casualties  that  tboro  was 
insufficient  room  by  the  walls  and  some  had  to  lie  in  tho  wator.  Tho  hole 
in  tho  roof  were  so  largo  that  the  rein  oane  through  on  to  the  uon  who  wtx 
lyin^  boneath.  "c  had  no  water  other  than  water  freu  the  roof,  which  wo 
had  to  boil.  There  was  no  coocir.icdution  for  tho  order  lies,  who  had  to 
sleep  among  the  patients.  No  cholera  lnnoculation  was  possible. 

5.  The  casualties  were  carried  to  tho  hospital  by  tho  fit  prisonort 

of  war  on  « round sheets.  Cholera  being  highly  oontageous,  those  non  woro 
froquontly  infected  and  died.  There  was  no  lighting  whatever  and  when  I 
was  on  night  duty  it  was  impossible  to  rouevo  tho  dead,  who  in  conscquoncc 
had  to  ronain  among  the  living  until  daybreak.  On  tho  first  day  thirty- 
eight  non  died  and  wore  left  outside  the  hut,  no  provision  boing  made  for 
them  to  bo  removed.  There  was  a  cremation  party  of  prisoners  of  war  but 
thoso  could  do  nothing  because  tho  Japaneso  refused  to  givo  them  shovels 
or  cthor  implements  with  which  to  bury  tho  bodies.  There  wero  any  number 
of  tools  because  they  hud  to  be  used  for  digging  tho  road.  Those  thirty- 
eight  men  wero  left  outaido  the  hut  for  two  days,  only  some  of  thorn  boing 
covered,  ^rcntually  after  two  days  the  Japanese  gave  facilities  for 
burying  them. 
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6.  Another  hut  was  node  available  for  dysentery  eases.  The  jupancr 

used  to  test  all  prisoners  of  war  for  dysentery  by  putting  cither  a  piece 
of  banboo  or  a  piece  of  wiro  or  a  glass  tubo  up  the  roctuu.  This  was  a 
painful  operation  for  those  who  were  fit#  They  would  toko  out  persons 
who  wore  extronely  ill  or  dying  of  dysor.tory  and  would  carry  out  this  test 
and  this  in  bad  cases  definitely  precipitated  death  by  reason  of  tho  pain 
and  the  fact  of  their  being  uovod. 

7»  Ccnvalosoents  wore  farced  to  carry  bnuboos  long  distances  in  the 

rain  with  bare  foot#  with  tho  rosult  that  thoir  feet,  woro  torn  and  result* 
ing  in  ulcers,  for  which  there  wore  no  facilities  for  troatnont,  and  unny 
of  then  dlod. 

I 

On  or  about  30  Ifcy  1943  I  wan  in  a  working  party,  of  which 
privato  Rodrigues  of  the  straits  sottlenents  Volunteer  force  was  a  uonber. 
"hen  I  got  back  to  the  coup  I  saw  privato  Rodriguos  tiod  to  a  troo  and 
badly  bruised  about  tho  face,  which  was  very  swollon#  His  legs  were  also 
bruised  and  cut,  giving  tho  appear  an  co  that  he  had  been  dregged.  l  was 
told  (i  forget  by  v/hon)  that  a  Korean  guard,  whose  nano  I  do  not  know, 
had  attempted  to  striko  Rodrigues  with  a  heuaer,  that  Rodriguos  soized  the 
homer  to  prevent  its  being  used  against  hin,  but  that  ho  was  forced  to 
lot  go  and  subsequently  ho  was  boaton  up  by  this  guard  and  tho  other  guarc 
I  did  not  witness  tho  occurronco  but  Captain  (padre)  DUCKi.CRTH#  Royal 
.Xi-V  Chaplains  Dcpcrtnont,  would  bo  woll  uwaro  of  tho  circunstanoos  booauc 
ho  is  sure  to  havo  Interviewed  privutc  Rodriguos.  I  do  not  know  which 
guurds  wore  involved.  Tharo  wore  about  six  guards  and  they  woro  all 
Koreans.  X  do  not  know  any  of  their  n.  uos.  private  Rodrigues  was  tied  t< 
tho  treo  with  wire  -nd  tharo  ho  was  loft  for  forty-eight  hours.  It  was 
ruining  throughout  that  period,  ho  was  roaring  shirt  and  shorts  with 
nothing  olso  ovor  hixi.  He  was  tied  to  tho  troc  iuaodiatoly  in  front  of 
the  guerdrooujand  in  viow  of  it  and  anybody  coning  in  or  going  out  of  tho 
coup  uust  have  soon  hiu.  Lieutenant  ape,  tho  Coup  Comandcnt  oust  havo 
soon  privato  Rodriguos  thoro  as  his  houo  was  imcdiatoly  behind  tho  guard- 
roon.  He  was  givon  nodical  attention  afterwards  but  I  do  not  know  by  whoi 

9.  Iho  nodical  personnel  at  the  coup  consisted  of  Mijor  H.HBDHY, 
Indian  Medical  service.  Captain  SIUIJ’,  Royal  .j njy  nodical  corps  (inloya), 
Lieut  await  TURtTR,  Straits  settlements  volunteer  Force,  Royal  tjruy 
I&diccl  Corps,  and  a  Captain  who  was  a  koon  botanist}  sorjoant  O'Grady 
and  Corporal  cawthra,  and  others  whoso  nenos  I  cannot  rononber. 

10.  The  senior  officer  in  tho  canp  was  Colonol  HINGSTCf'IEi  Royal 
Arny  ordnance  corps  (?). 

11.  ULcutonant  who  was  in  charge  of  the  cui.j>,  was  about  five 
fcot  eight  inches  tall,  well  built  ex id  about  ton  stone  in  woight.  Ho  was 
always  woll  dressed,  usually  wooring  riding  boots.  Re  used  to  ride  a 
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horac.  i  do  not  knorr  tho  nnooa  cf  ony  of  the,  Korean  fiuerde, 
11  b;d  rxn,  ncr  ,.ny  dieting  uiahir.t  l  erko  about  then. 


T7hO  T70TC 


6  OR!!  by  the  said  C'-L.m.-q  Bum  ) 

ct  Hoadquartora ,  scuthorn  ) 

Corjjnnd ,  Tilton,  In  the  county  ) 

of  'Tilt a  this  Third  day  of 
January  1546  \ 

Duforc 

? 

Captain . 

Hilitary  Dop: j?trxnt . 

Jad^c  Advoontu  General «o  Qifico. 


(Si^nod)  C.  BDTHY,  &t. 
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